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Summary

In recent years, related to rainwater harvesting, “The Act to Advance the Utilization of Rainwater”
went into effect in May 2014, “The Basic Policy to Advance the Utilization of Rainwater” was pub-
lished in March 2015, and a new “The Basic Act Plan on the Water Cycle” was approved by the Cabi-
net in June 2020. These are more strongly emphasizing the placement of “Rainwater: 7K (amamizu)”
as a resource, the necessity of research and studies, and the promotion of activities at the private
level. Therefore, it is expected that the demand for further rainwater harvesting and related technolo-
gies will increase. In addition, the SDGs, “17 goals to be achieved by 2030,” were adopted at the UN
climate change summit held in Paris in September 2015. One of the goals of the program is “Clean
Water and Sanitation,” which has brought even more attention to the effective use of water resources
for sanitary and safe living. In addition, the U.S. Green Building Council (GBC) presented the LEED
ZERO Program Guide on Zero Carbon, Zero Energy, Zero Water, and Zero Waste, and the first build-
ing to actively adopt rainwater utilization was certified as LEED Zero Water in 2019. Thus, countries
around the world, including Japan, are trying to more actively promote “rainwater harvesting” in or-
der to lead a sustainable life not only during normal times, but also during and after disasters.

This revision of the AIJES-W0003-2016 “Technology Standard for Rainwater Harvesting” was
made to further promote the use of “rainwater” in buildings and other structures in order to respond
to rapid changes in the social environment. The main revisions include a review of the evaluation and
calculation method for the “rain stock: &’ (chikuu)”, the addition of calculation examples, and the ad-
dition of the latest rainfall patterns.

It is said that “rainwater is a flood if it is washed away, and a resource if it is stored. As the saying
goes, rainwater is both a cause of disasters and an indispensable resource for daily life. Therefore,
“Rainwater Harvesting” is essential to realize a sustainable recycling-oriented society. Finally, we

hope that this technology standard will contribute to the promotion of rainwater harvesting.
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