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Proposal for the Regeneration of the Townscape of Kyoto

The city of Kyoto, the symbol of Japanese culture, isthe contemporary city where about
1,460,000 inhabitants reside while working in traditional and frontier industries within
the city, and at the same time the valuable historical city where the traditional living
culture still survives. However abundant environmental resources and beautiful
townscapes are threatened with enormous danger caused by the replacement of wooden
buildings with fireproof buildings, the construction of high-rise buildings, and the
increase of motor traffic, etc. We must now attempt not only to conserve, but also to
regenerate the townscape of Kyoto.

The Architectural Institute of Japan (AlJ) organized the [ Special Research Committee
on the Townscape of Kyoto U in 1998, and has promoted various research projects in
the following four years. In March 2002, the AIlJ issued the 0 Proposa for the
Regeneration of the Townscape of Kyoto I composed of the following seven items
based on the research results.

Proposal 1.
Creative Regeneration of the Townscape of Kyoto as a National Project



Historical city Kyoto is a precious cultural heritage in the world, and our country must
adopt the regeneration of its townscape as a national project, to bequeath this distinctive
townscape to future generations.

We must reflect on the fact that various socia systems such as the Building Standards
Law, the City Planning Law, and various tax systems are a mgor cause of the
destruction of the townscape of historical Japanese cities like Kyoto. National and local
governments should adapt these systems to the conditions in each region rather than
applying them uniformly throughout Japan, and make use of them appropriately.
Moreover the strong financial support of the national government is essential, such as
through the relaxation of tax systems to lighten the economica load on inhabitants,
corporations and local governments, for the sake of the regeneration of the traditional

townscape of Kyoto.

Proposal 2.

Investigation of Design Principles for the Distinctive Townscape of Kyoto

Natural abundance and the accumulation of various cultures in Kyoto ever since
antiquity have created a beautiful townscape based both on an environment in which the
natura and the artificial are balanced exquisitely, and on its history of over one
thousand years as the capital of Japan. We can find a number of design principlesin the
distinctive townscape of Kyoto. There are, for instance, mountains visible from streets,
gardens using natura topography, wooden buildings in harmony with nature,
arrangement of houses to form a compact urban structure, and townscapes expressing a
sense of community. These principles should be highly appreciated as essential elements

of the urban vision in the 21st century of [ the Townscape and Sustainable City [.

Proposal 3.

Transmission of the Living Culture in Traditional Townscape and its Education

A townscape is an expression of living culture. In Kyoto, a tasteful dwelling style in
keeping with each season has been established, and the communa order of the
townscape has also been maintained. In the living culture of Kyoto are found various
important elements missing in modern society, such as. symbiosis with nature, an
abundance of spaces for the coexistence of work and residence, urban spaces for
festivals and drama, and the process of sharing common values based on respect for



other people. In order to appreciate the traditional living culture from contemporary
viewpoints, and to transmit it creatively, a systematic and practical education program
for designing dwelling environments should be carried out for citizens, visitors, children,
etc.

Proposal 4.

Succession and Development of the Technology Supporting Beautiful Townscapes
Contemporary technologies, characterized by the scrap-and-build production system,
which is frequently used in the construction of high-rise buildings, and tendsto giverise
to the heat-isand phenomena by introducing mechanical environmental control
equipments. As aresult, traditional townscapes are often destroyed.

In contrast, traditional technologies have the characteristics of symbiosis with nature
and of coexistence with others, suitable to an age of globa environment. We must
develop new technologies for townscape formation based on traditional technologies,
such as the restoration and regeneration of traditional houses, environmental technology
to control the quality of the living environment, and synthetic systems for the
prevention of disastersincluding such features as cooperation of residents.

Proposal 5.

Progress of Townscape Design Based on the Initiative of Citizens

The basic process of townscape design is to carry over various elements from the
preceding generation, eliminate inappropriate elements, make repairs on damaged parts,
add new creations from the current era, and to pass on al elements to the next
generation. A tasteful townscape is developed through such a successive process
combining design and lifestyle. Accordingly, citizens should take the initiative in
townscape design. We must build a partnership system of citizens, governments,
professionals and corporations, and develop a method for designing townscapes using
the techniques of simulation and workshop. Moreover, the national and local
governments should establish a social system for professionals of townscape design,
and strive to cultivate the aesthetic sense of citizens.

Proposal 6.



Foundation of Research Center for Townscape of Kyoto

The national government should establish the 0 Research Center for Townscape of
Kyoto [ as a special organization to deal with the problems mentioned above for the
regeneration of the townscape of a historical city like Kyoto, and investigate control
techniques and policies for the townscape using the cultural heritage, in closer
cooperation with local governments, from the national and global viewpoints.

Proposal 7.

Urgent Proposal Against the Rapid Destruction of Townscape and Environment

The land use system is now changing drastically in the city center of Kyoto. Many high-
rise buildings are being constructed on large-scale sites which consolidate smaller house
lots, and in the process the traditional system of regional space use is being rapidly
destroyed. In those circumstances, local governments should carry out urgent
modifications of legal restrictions and political actions, such as down zoning, changes
of the land use allotment, and control of building height, in order to stop the destruction
of townscape and environment.
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http://www.aij.or.jp/aijhomej.htm

0

0000000000000 DO0O Specia Research Committee on the Townscape of
Kyoto

oo

O000 000000000 DO Japan Federation of Architects & Building
Engineers Associatiors

Tel: 03-3456-206100 Fax: 03-3456-20671 http://www.kenchikushikai.or.jp
il

0000 O0O000DOOO The Japan Institute of Architects

Tel: 03-3408-712501 Fax: 03-3408-7129(1 http://www.jia.or.jp

il

0000 00000 D Building Contractors Society

Tel: 03-3551-1118[1 Fax: 03-3555-246301 http://www.bcs.or.jp

il

0000 00000 Japan Society of Civil Engineers

Tel: 03-3355-34410 Fax: 03-5379-276901 http://www.jsce.or.jp

il



0000 O0O000OD0ODOAssociation of Urban Housing Sciences

Tel: 03-5211-059701 Fax: 03-5211-05930 http://www.uhs.gr.jp

il

0000 O000O0D0O O Japanese Institute of Landscape Architecture

Tel: 03-5459-05150 Fax: 03— 5459-051601 http://www.landscapearchitecture.or.jp
il

0000 O00D0O0OD0O O Japan Association for Real Estate Sciences

Tel: 03-3213-184401 Fax: 03-3213-23970 http://jares.or.jp

il

D000 0000000 O0OKyotofu Kensetsugyo Kyokai

Tel: 075-231-41610 Fax: 075-241-312801 http://www.kyokenkyo.or.jp

il

0000 O0O00O0D0OO0OJ O Japan Federation of Wood-Industry Associations
Tel: 03-3580-32150 Fax: 03-3580-3226[1 http://www.zenmoku.jp

il

0000 O0O0000OO TheArchitectural Association of Japan

Tel: 06-6348-063501 Fax: 06-6348-0634

il

O000 00000000000 Jdapan Association of Artists Craftsmen and
Architects

Tel: 03-3457-79980 Fax: 03-3457-1598

0

0000 000000000 DO0OKyoto Traditional Technology of Architecture
Association

Tel: 075-711-200601 Fax: 075-711-2823

0

OO000 O0O0O0O0ODOOTheAssociation for Earthquake Disaster Prevention
Tel: 03-3457-74530 Fax: 03-3457-707601 http://www.aedp-jp.com

0

0000 0000000000 OO0 Japan Nationa Trust

Tel: 03-3214-26310 Fax: 03-3214-26330 http://www.national-trust.or.jp

0



000000 O Institute of Social Safety Science

Tel: 03-5821-126101 Fax: 03-5821-2539(1 http://www.kt.rim.or.jp/~isss/

il

0000 O O The Japan Art History Society

Tel: 03-3812-684301 Fax: 03-3812-684301 http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jahs2/

il

0000000000 O Japan Urban Design Institute

Tel: 03-3812-666401 Fax: 03-3812-6828[1 http://www.judi.gr.jp

il

000000 O Kenchiku kaisou kyoukai

Tel: 03-3662-351900 Fax: 03-3662-8152[1 http://homepage2.nifty.com/kai soukyoukai/
il

00000000000 Anekouji-kaiwa wo Kangaeru-kai

Tel: 075-221-133200 Fax: 075-211-6618[1 http://www.ane.cup.com

il

O0000000D0OOOOKansa Association for the Research in Traditional Housings
Tel: 075-411-273000 Fax: 075-411-27250 http://www5c.biglobe.ne.jp/~karth/

il

googoouodogo

Tel: 075-802-128100 Fax: 075-812-3625

il

00000000 0O Kyomachiya Regenerate Association

Tel: 075-221-33400 Fax: 075-231-07270 http://www.kyomachiya.net/sai sei/index.html
il

gooood

Tel: 075-351-984701 Fax: 075-351-984701 http://www.kyomachiya.net/sakuji/main.html
il

000000000000 00000000 Rakuchu Machiya Shinkatsuyo Party
Tel: 075-213-259500 Fax: 075-213-2595

il

00000000000 shijo-kyo-machiya "Machiya-Jyuku"

Tel: 075-841-500000 Fax: 075-811-2184[1 http://www?2.webkyoto.ne.jp/~knori/

il



0000000000 The Research Group for Colors in a City: Kyoto

Tel: 075-561-6241  OJ Fax: 075-561-6241 (I http://www.kyoto-
art.ac.jp/~nara/machiiro/matiiro.html

0

ooddododoooooooonoouododgo

Tel: 075-351-74210 Fax: 075-371-156401 http://www.kantaikyo.org/index.html

0

000000000 DO0O00000OAssociation for Preparing Bank of Reusing
Timber

Tel: 075-532-21030 Fax: 075-551-9811[1 http://www.wood.co.jp/kbank/



