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A " Neighborhood House" is a place where local residents set up their own activities to solve 
problems in their community. The term "Covered Square," a paraphrase of the term "public 
library," implies a desire to change and reform public libraries in accordance with the 
recognition that they must be effective places for the lives and self-realization of citizens. 
This book features six examples of such new community hubs for residents and citizens in 
Italy. As in Japan, Italian communities are facing problems such as low birthrate, aging 
population, inequality, and isolation. In such a situation in Italy, this book focuses on 
community hubs that develop activities beyond the framework of existing social services 
provided by the government in order to attend to the concerns of residents and citizens and 
respond to their needs, and shows their actual situations in detail. It also discusses the 
significance of such community centers becoming "places for everyone" (public spaces in the 
true sense of the word), as well as how to create public architecture in Japan in the future. 
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